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IR, awtakertreature thes wan ins 
> Adam,the world sffords nota ftron- 
* ger thena Chriſtian, a man in Chriſt 

P the earth beares not, The flrong men 
<2 of David * are in ſcriptures renow» *1,,$um. 23.8, 
ned : yet what were their conqueſts, 
but over Gyants or fellbeafls? wee 
fright not againſt fleſh and bloud: wee 
encounter and conquer , yea Þ overconquer the © God of this : _ 4. - 
world. Principalities and powers our head-ſtrong ſeluer,ve 
rule,yea overrule thorough Chriſt that raigneth in 1s. The 
mighteſt amig nataraliſts if abaſures haue not deiefted,yet 
Lonors hawe puffed vp.if penury hath not diſtradted,yet plen- 
ty hath bewitched . Bat 4weknow how to abound, and 4 Phil 4.14, 
how to bee abaſed: howto be full, and how to ſuffer 
neede. we can doe all things in Chriſt that ſtrengthneth vs. 
It is ſaidof ſome of Davids warthies , © theyreached not toc, 5am 1 4.15 
the firſt three. Nor we (we muſtaonfeſe) tothe Apo 
meaſure:but yet we haue all recervedof the* ſpirit of pow- fz.Tim.1.7, 
er,euery one his meaſure according tothe meaſure of the do. 

A2 nation 


mation of Chriſt, It ſhall behooue 114 to know our ſtrength ei 
ther aTaall or poſſible to all dueties neceſſary to ſalvation, 
that the tdle pretenſe of +bſolute infirmity meke vs not [e- 
curely preſumptuous . And it nearely comcernes vs , to ac- 
knowledge the founteine thereof,” the mighty God in our s 
weakenes perfitting his power: lea ? /elfeconceit make vs 
over confident in adventurespr unthankfalnes gareleſſeto 
referre our abilities to his glory. Thas comfort alſo would bee 
meditated, that the ſupply of ſirength is certarne when it is 
humbly ſought where & how it ought: that no luge1ſh feare 
of the Adverſary diſmay vs in the encounter.To this ſumme 

8 1. Pet, 5.10, ©20unts this whole ſermon. 8 Now the God of allgrace that 
Ib hath called you to this eternall glory byChrift Ieſus make you 
perfect gonfirme, ſtrengthen and flabhſh you.To him be go» 
ric and dominion for ever aud ever. Amen, 


Your worſhips inthe trueſt loue, | 


WILLIAM SCLATER 
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r 
Pulls 4 13s 
1 can ave all things throwgh Chriſt which ftrengthneth mee. 


SY 


| 2 Tisthoſpeechofthe Apoſtte,nor 
V * vainly boaſting of his ſtrength na- 
| 28 rurall , bur thankefully acknowled- 
©2 0) ping the power of.Gods gracein 
W nr. 
"ZN F=&Y Andhowſoever onr fall mo- 
; - Loy: dle reach not to this Apoſtolicall 
uantum,yet is it in ſome meaſure: 
verified ofall Gods children; my doe_ allthings 
through Chriſt which flrengthneth them; 
In the words,for order and more diſtin&handling, 
obſerue foure things; 1. The bleſſing acknowledged; 
power and abilivie:l can doe: 2. The extent of the bleſ- 
ſing inthe obieCt ; LM things. 3.The fountaine of the: 
bleſſinggChrif.4.The continual ſupply of the bleſſing 
inthe deſcription of Chriſt by his effeR; 1hrough chrif 
which ftrengthneth. Ot che ficlt +99, I haue ſtrength-to 
docall things.Man in his naturals is'«<2«4 :,a creature 
made of Frallies. View him in his anatomy, yee ſhal ſee- 
nothing of moralities but meere privations,® He knowes x ;.Cor.z. 14. 
not nov (an know the things of the ſpirit of God. He rhinks * » Cor. 3. 5, 
nor can thinke as of bimſelfe a good thaught. © Hee ſubmits « Roms. 7. 


- not nor can ſubmit to the law of God, 4 He wils not nor can* Phil.z. 15. 


- 


will things pleaſing unto God. He grieues net nov ci orieue 
for the offence of God.He feares not nor can ftare the Lie 
ſare of God, Hee doth not nov oan dat things acceptableunto 
God, Andyer of man retormediitistruc; Hee_> can aoe all 
tbings through Chriſt which flrengohneth, By nawaregim- 

A3, potent : 


*'L i. potent;by grace, omniporent, ſaith* Bernard: t without 

_- "i Fri ach lm in Chrilthe can all things. /car doe_s all 

£loutf.f. things.So mighticis Godin mans "> , able to 
enable the weakeftcreature , to theſtrongeſt perfor- 
mMances, 

Let meapplyirthus, There are amongſt vs atthis 
day many ſtrange and vaheardof opinions touching 
obſeſſion & poſſeſſion of mens bodies by Divels ſome 
holding,as theythinkg,, not without probabilitic,thar 
there is now no poſleſſion or obſcſlis ordinary. xcithgy 
my Text nor purpoſe leades to diſcuſſe thatcontrover- 
fic.Bnrt however thatbe ,this once I am ſure of; There 
are many helliſh ſpirits whether poſleſling or infeſting 
the ſoules of men. Veeread of 8 a fpirit of _ a 
woman was poſlefſed withall;rhe weaker veſſell, with a 
ſpiricef weakneſſe, And this fpiritisrifealmoſt in all 
men profeſſing Communion with Chriſt by hisfpirir. 
diſai5.2z> - Thereareſomeglaith 1fayÞ mivhty todrinke wine, & 

ſflrong to poure in ftrong drinke. Reproue; Theſe men ſo 
ſirongin lewdneſle,prevend for lues infirmitic 
in grace; Beare with mezit is wine infirhitie, There are 
rongues,faith S* zmes ſet onfireofhell., Ihauc heard, 
faith Davidghe blaſphemy of the mukitude, Andwho 
hathearesto heare but hee heares fearcfull oathes coe 
out,as the lowers of ſpeech , andthe gracing preludrz 
of common conference?Reprone;VVhat heare we,but 
infirmitie pretended ? Itisrrue,you ay , ſwearing is 
noughtbutbeare with me,it is my infirmitic. Be loved 
in Chriſt Telus; ſuch ſpitirs of infirmitie,are helliſh ſpi- 
iz, Tim..y, TitSzGods ſpirit is « ſpirit i of power. And where he dwels, 
either in Pau ',or Cephesthey can doe all things.l freely 
| ackno 


We 


$ Luk13.17, 


acknowledge , there are infirmiries in the ſtrongeſt of 
Gods children ; yea, if I ſaid, all aQuallfinnes of Gods 
children are in them infirmities, Iſhauld not much erre: 
but yerthere goe many ſinnes masked vnder colour of 
jnfiomities,which neerely lookt on, deſcriethemſclues 
to be preſumprious. Suffer mee thereforealirtle to de- 
ſcry vntoyou,whar are theſe infirmities tharmay ſtand 
with gracezwhat weakneſſes thoſe are, thatare ſcene in 

theſe loxvgei;rheſe ſtrong ones of theLord.Beſides theſe 
incvitable luſtings of the fieſhagainſi the ſpirit, which 

no ſtrength of grace inany,was ever able to-ſuppreſle: 

another fort of themchere is, incident to Godschil- 
dren;groſſe and notorious (innes in themſelues,though 

in Gods children ſinnes of weakneſle, You may thus 
diſcoverthem;Infirmities (I ſpcakenow of groſle, and 
notorious finnes, that may deſerue this favorable title 

of infirmitics)inftrmities truly fo called , are viſually fins 

of incogitancie , beſides the purpoſe of a regenerate 
Chriſtian:&e. 

k 1f any be prevented taken erc he is aware,inaſlip of « Ga1. 6x; 
infirmitie,ſaich Paulc_, defcribing infirmities of Gods Tentatis fallit 
children : they aretherefore viſually ſinnes befides the CR | 
purpoſe genc all or particular.Such thoſe of David, & depeccar. meris 
Prter;infirmiticsno doubt in the, though enormitics CONIES 
in themſclucs, Davids adultery lnor thought of, before | EIS 
ſuggeſted.Peter; deniall ® purpoſed againſt; Thowgh 7 ” Mar. 26.35, 
ſbould die with thee I would not deny thee, —_ 

Now when menfhallplor iniquitic,and * faſhion ig" ****+ 
on their beds;whlien,as ® Eſan,they hunt after opportu- * Gen.27.47, 
nities,and purpoſely ſtudy how to compaſle their noto 
rious Gs.thels ſhould notIdarecal fins — 


Premit & vr- 
get infirmoz, 
Aug.qua ſupra. 
P 1.loh, 3-9, 


In ſinnes 6f infirmitie,as the tempration is ſuddaine;, 
ſo the conſent not without ſomerelutarion wreſted 
from them, and ever there is more or leſle refiſtancebe- 
foreconſem.:? Hee thatis borne of God ſfinnethnor, 


/norcanfinne.#.ſay ſome,nort make a trade of finnmg; 


q Deur 22, 
26,27, 


* Prov 7.15. 


7 Mat.26. 


£10b.2.4- 


ſay others,not ſito death; this I may adde, not wir 

fulnefſe of conſent,not without ſome reluarion. And 
theſe {innes thus ſtriven againſt, arcindeed infirmiries 
in Gods children how ever enormious in themnſelus. By 
the law of God; a Virgin foundinthe field, ſuddainely 
and violently aſſaulted, if according to ſtrength ſhee 
make reſiſtance,crying or.t,andnone neereto help her, 


in ſuch caſe is repured guiltleſſe of the crime of forni- 


cation. And ifweby violent affaules be withdrawne, tri 
ving to the vtmoſt of power receaved, to withſtand, & 
yet tal;of fuch fals we may fay as David , theyare our 
infirmities.Bur if weſhall wait for occaſions, and bid 
welcometo opportunities;astheſtrumpet in Salomon, 
to her adulterous copeſmate,* / came forth to meete thee; 
Thaue ſought thy face , and reioyce that I hawe found thee: 
{uch4innesdare any call infirmities? 
Sinnes of weakneſle,(l ſpeake till of notorious and 
groſſe ſinnes)haue commonly for their ground , ſome 
4trong paſſion in nature;ſomerhing ctharswith nature 
very prevalentzas feare of death'in Petey 4"of fhamein 
David.Tharſame which the Philoſopher calsmoſt ter- 
rible of all evils,-prevailed with * Peter and overcame 
himz*skin for skin and all that a manharh,will hee giue 
for his :fc.and that ſhame , Which ingenuous natures 
{care morethen dearh,no marvaile, io prevalent with 
Devid.Butwiar ſhall we ſay of ſinnes abhotred of nas 
| eure? 


- The Chriftians frenghh. = 5 
turezthat ſame vnmeaſurable and Durchmanlike drin- 
king? Of this ſhall we fay it is av infirmirie? 
Sinnes of infirmirie , as in their temptation they 
are ſuddaineand reſiſted : ſo in their looſe , rhey giue 


© farcwcllin birterneſle; they ende in mourning ® Perers «agar, 16, xy, 


bicter banning coſt him bitter weeping : David; 
ſweet ſin was * ſowerly ſauced.* 2x7 oor 1323aurer xþ 0s pur * Pſal.5t. 
Tepala, £4rift.Eib.z.1 


But when men 7 ſhall glory in their ſhame; & as the » philip.z 19. 
buyer in Salomon,lt is naught,It ts naught; but when hee 
m__ he boaſteth : this I ſhould never call a ſinne of 

mitic, | 

5 Sinnesofinfirmitie, arenever fines of cuſtome, Yee/u obub 
yeaſeldome or never iterated (1 ſpcake fill ofgroſle ;;;,zje v:far> 
{innes,notoriouſly knowne to be enormious: ) bur for- 1: ebrioſus. 
rification is ever there planted , where the breach hath Ah 
once beene made.Of /udah his inceſt we read, but with«1.z.c.r0. 
all* chat he never came more neere Thamar.Now whe! _— 
men (hall * follow drunkenneſle;Þ ſceke it yet til howe » Proveg.the 
ſhall we call cheſe infirmities? 

Andas,for ſinnes,they haue ſtrengrh to avoid themy 
fo forduties,they haue power to praQtiſe. The queſti- 
ons that Chriſt propounded to ' fonnes of Zebedee, 
ificbemovedto any of Ggds children, willreceaue the 
ſame anſwere withthe ſaqhe or more truth» © Canyon © Mar. 30, 23. 
arinke of the cup that 1 ſhall arinke of and bee baptiſed with 
the baptiſme that 1 ſhall be baptiſed with? They anſwer,we 
can.Canſt thou moderate thy affettions? refraine thy lips? 
ſubaue thy thoughts tothe obedtence of Chrift? Surely theſe 
(and what not?) can a child of God do in ſome meaſure. 
So that it is but hypocriſie, that pretends abſolute difa» 

B 


bility 


EY The Chriſtians flrength. 
bility. And of the bleſſing acknowledged thus farre, 
See wenow the extent of the bleſling in the obie, 
Ml things.Stratgely is Paules voice changed . In one 
«Rom.7,13 place hethus complaines,4 To will i preſent with me,but 
1 finde no power to performe:yet here he triumphs, 1 can doe g 
all things, We may thus reconcile them, 1.1t may bee, 
that is a negatiue by compariſon , as ſuch are obvious 
every where in Scriprure , And the meaning may bee, 
not that hee had no power ,but none anſwerable to his 
will:as cle where;* f yee were blind yee ſhould hane no [in 
«tas Auguſtine,none in compariſon , not ſimply none. 
And ſurely as in men aliens from the life of God, there 
is anendleſle defire ro finne,(which makes their puniſh 
ment endleſle,) chough their power in execution be re- 
ſtrained: So in Gods children, though wee fee ſome 
rformances, more endeavours;yet endleſle defires,8& 
never ſatisficd with their meaſuce of obedience : rhey 
will, but finde no power anſwerableto their defire. Or 
mt thus:To willis preſent, but x«)4g/«{%,ro goe through 
{ed perficere bs With the worke,the y find nor.God having reſerved per 
nun ,Aug.cont, fetion of power to the world ro-come, Allthings. Pa- 
_ #4. »iſts falling on this Scripture,infer preſqntly a poſſibili- 
tie by grace to keepe the law to juſtification: for what 
ſhoulThe want to righteouſneſle, that can all things in- 
ioined in the law of God?Not to trouble you with that 
controverly at large,take only what may ſerue forJoo- 
ſing their hold on this Scripture. 7 
Some here acknowledge wniverſgle accommodum; 
the vniverſall parricle,reſtrained to the particulars men- 
tioned.. AMlthings.s.all theſe things. And it is true,there 
are in Scriptures plentifull cxamples of ſuch reſtrii- 
ONSs 


s loh.9.4t, 


The Chriſtians ſtrength. , | 
ons.But yet1 ſee no greatneceſlitie or warraht, in this 
place,to run to ſuch limitarion , This oncelam ſure of: 
the things here ſpecified, are of as difficult performance 
as any,) knowe,in the whole circle of Chriftianduties, 
— in all ſtates;zwhar hath Chriſtianity harder? 

Not to ſurfer of proſperitiezwhat temperance? Notto 
be deieed with aba{ures;of how great fortirude? And 
he that can theſe:may , withour reſtraint , profeſſchis 
powerin all thereſt, 

Some therefore in this queſtion thus diſtinguiſh 

erfocmance ofthe law, Ir is of two ſorts. One after 

ſcoall rigour:another after Evangelicall mitigation” - 
That is* impoſſible: for when 8 one duty may not bee fRom-8. z. 
wanting,and Þ in many things we ſinne all , who canby ns a 
the law expect iuſtification? After Evangelicall mitiga- | 
tion, it's poſſible to doeall things; yetnot ſo as to be1u- 
ſtificd thereby, 

As 1.itis poſſible to louethe law & the duties there- 
in contained,i Lord ſaith David, how doe I loue thy law, *Pl.rrg. 37, 
2 Poflibleto purpoſcobedience. * 7han: ſworne, and *Pſ.r19. 206. 
am Le purpoſed,to keepe thy righteous indgements, 
3 Poſliblerodefare obedience:! To wills preſent with 'Rom.7. 18, 
me. 
4 Poſlibleto endeavour obedience: #7": 7 flrige AT 24 18: 
and wreſtle with my Carruptions that [may keepe a good (6+ Ws 


ſcience, 
5 Poſhbleina meaſureroperforme obedience: for 
we haue ® aſpirit of power 1* 2.im. 1.7 


6 Poflibleto © grieue fordefedts and this is acceptas * *©9r-7-11» 
ble performanceart the barre ofmercy: though ſuch as 
cannot bur dread the cenſure of exatt Iuſticeto which 

B 2 they 


8 The Chriſtians ftrength, 
» Aug depec» hey are all liable,thar ſeck iuſtificari6 by the law. Op 
lis -_ " , Fandum eſÞ v1 fiat , conandum eft 01 fiat "cory eſt 
Calcem, vt fiat: non tamen quaſi fattum fuerit confidendum eſt, O- 
thers thus; Acceprably we may ; perfe&tly we cannot, 
Andit is true there may bee acceptation where is not 
1. Cors, PerfeRtionz4 5 Teoluude waybrhuiles , rhe ready minde is 
ACOT,.S,HIS, 
r Mal 3.79, Accepted:and that of the Lord bythe Prophet * 1 wil 
fpare,as a father doth his ſonne that ſerveth him. 

To which if I may adde one thing for explanation,I 
thinke the anſwere wilbe beyond exception. Conſider 
we therefore incvery chriſtian duty,twothings; r. Rem, 
2- Modum:the ſubſtance of the duty, the manner ofdo- 
ing. The things arc al poſſible ina meafure : and yer ini. 
poſſible inthat perfe&t , and full meaſure that the law 

*Pro.22.9. requires. For whoſe hart is clean? Or who dares *pre- 

*Pſal. 143-2 ſent his beſt works tobe iudged without mercy? &ra- 
ther ſubſcribes not feelingly to that ve ofa father ? Ye 
exiam laudabilivite hominum, ſi remot4 miſericordia dif 
Cut45 Carm, 

Bur yet forthe duties, ſome meaſurethere is of ſin- 
cere,and hearty performance. Bernard blaſphemednor 
when he faide, Chriſt makes beleevets omniporenc, 

Ser, incan, ® There is nothing (ſaith he ) wherein the omnipotenty of 

v5, the word more ſhines then in thithat he makes after a 
omnipotent gall that truſt in him, All things arc poſlible 
toabelcever, 4 now omnipotens cut omnia poſſtbilia? 
Surely ſo is every belceving new borne chriſtian,in his 
kinde,omnipotent:nortas God,with-a triſcendent pow 
er beſeeming the deity;bue with all-ſufficicncy necelſa- 
ry:to chriſtianity. They can do all things. 

Now brethren, if Thad leauealicrle largely to apply 


| 
| 
| 


ofly precilenes,and incurre profancnes?- As ifaman 


The Chriſtians flrength. 


this vniverſality;me thinks it would notbe hardby irto | 


diſcover the hypocrific of many,'/pretending vnion and 
communion with Chriſt. * Shibbolethnever deſcryed 
ſo many Ephraimites,asthis woulde hypocrites in the 
Church of God. * Phaworinw'in Gellize , ſeeing a nice 
mother willing to ſhare her motherly offices betwixt 
her ſelfe and her nurſc,thus angerly cries out;Quod nan 
inquit oft hoc contra naturam imperfettum & dimidiatum 
matrum genus? Whara halfe kinde of mothers againſt 
nature is this; that brings forth,and forthwith caſts fro 
her the birth ofher owne wombe? Such a dimidiatum 
Chriſtianorum genw,a halfe kinde of Chriſtians, ye ſhal 
every where ſce;cut of ſhorter in their praRtiſe, then e- 
ver were the garmentes of Davzads ſervantes by Hanun, 
Y Agrippe,asnow therate of OI WOT- 
thy a primeplace inthe Church of God; and * Herod; 
many things might iuſtly require a preachersconni- 
venceat his inceſt with Herod:as.Buryetby Paxles rule, 
neither better then hypocrits. *Xg4man in onething 
would be borne withall . And howſoever the Pcopher 
ſpeake peace vnto him,vpon hypetbeſis of his contrarie 
purpoſe:yet S.James is reſolute; that the Þ willing bea- 
ring with our ſelues in ene thing, argues ameere nullis 
tic of ſincere obedience. And whatavailes ir, my hes 
thren,whethet coverouſnes or prodigality, prophane- 
neſſe or hypocriſie raigne in vs# whether on thorighe 
hand;or on theleft; by overgoniggor vndergoing;we be 
deprived ot ſalvati6? There are many by-pathes miſlea- 
ding achriſtian:: but they meercall in ne terme; the 
© i[ues of them all are the iſſues of death, Vhar profits .it 
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* Iud.12.6, 


* Gell. Attic. 
no(i.lib.1 3. Gt. 


Y AR26.18, 
z Mar,s., 10, 


az Reg 5.18, 


a lac.2t©, 


©Proyie, 25 


4) The Chriſtians frength, 


fled from a Lyon and a Beare met him, as the Prophet 
ſpeakes in another caſc. 
Yea this let me more ſay, could we go as farrein fin- 
cere praQtiſe,as theyoung manin the goſpell went in 
4 Mat, 19.20, prowde profeſſion;4 All theſe things haue 1 done from my 
youthwp, and yet one thing wirting:thoſe other things 
{hoild no whit availe vs. Grace breeds no monſters:as 
it is not redundantin ſuperfluities, ſo neither defeQtiue 
«1.Cor.1.7, #1 neceſiarys.* You are behinde inno gift; itis the gene- 
rall deſcription ofevery truely renued chriſtian. 
Wee haue many amongſt vs in pretence new crea- 
eures:and yet well weighed, but monſters ofnewmen. 


The good heart goes farre, when the whole outwarde - 


man is vnreformed. I know itis true of the heart {even 

in this ſecond generation,it is primum vivens: but yer [ 

could never finde acleere fountaine , but the ſtreames 

f1ac.3.11- Werealſo in ſome meaſure purged* Can a foxtaine2laith 
$Mat, 12. 35- & 74mmts and can 8a good miourt of the good treaſure 
of his good harr,bur bring forth good things? The wa- 

rers of Bethelwerenaught & vnholelome;$ the groiid 

by them made barren.Vhar marvel>whilſtthe ſprings 

bz, Reg 2.21, Werefilthy, Þ But when Eſha had caſthis ſalr into the 
ſprings;Thus ſaith the Lord, 1 hane healed thewaters,Death 

(hal wo more come therof vor barrennes to the ground. The 

heart vnſin@ified, is no better then a finke of vncleane- 
nes,alwaies foaming out ſhame and filrhines.But when 

once the Lord hath (caſoned the heart with grace, the 

Heb, 10, 22. ftreathes that thence flow,are health and holines, i zb# 
the heart is ſprinkled from an evill conſcience, the body is al- 

ſo waſhed with pure water. And how many?alas,how ma 

ny,bare tonguy Chriſtians? Linguiſts only,in reli _ 
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The Chriſtians firength, It 
k 3e warmed be filled,is all their charity;a little of the laws « 1,c 2,16, 
guage of Canaan,all their ſanity. Heis amonſterin 
nature,thatis bigger roagued then handed . And they 

are monſters in grace, whoſe rongues wel with prowd 
boaſtings of holineſle; and cheir right hands are right 

hands of iniquity . Beloved, heare Peters exhortation: 

Ioine to faith vertue go vertut knowledge,to knowleage t7+ 11.Per 1.5, 
peranceze:Virtutes chriſtians are Copulativezand (olin- 

ked in amity each to othergthat as Nami ſpeaks to Ruth; 


m where thou goeſt,I gowbere thou dwelleſft, I dwellyno- "Ruth 1.16, 


Dm vuam vit- 


thing but death cam ſever. So where one dwels, al dwell; ;7.m babe, 
where one is wanting,no one is obtained.Paſle we yn- 4»4.ep 25. 
x0 the third memberghe fountaine of the bleſſing, 

[can doall things through Chriſt, cc. Theſe are mag- 
nifica that Pawle ſpeakes of himlelfe; and ſuch ſpeeches 
as thefe of himſclte , made Porphyrie charge himwith 
the crime of boaſting, Burt yer this ſhall ever benored 
as thenatuce of thankfulneſlt; I: is willing to-draw out 
received benefits to the vemolt extenrt;bur ſtill with re- 
ference to the praiſe of the beſtower. /can doall things, 
but the fountaine of this power isChriſt,So els where; 
® 7 haue laboured more then all: yet nat 1,but evace which is *1.Cora5.20 
with me , And what if we fay with CO We arenot 4 
only ® operis mini(tri per effectum, but operantis quodam- ,, 1, 
modo [oth per con{enſum.It this be withalacknowledged, 
that God Communicates the worke vnto: vs',and that 
will and worke proceed from him. 

P Pelagine in _duſtins old ageſetthis hereſy on foot; ? 4ug.debereſ, 
that man in nature,as now borne of Azdambath power ****: 
of himſclfe,to keepe all the Commandements, From 


him.ic ſhould ſceme the Greekes tooke their . — 
an 


Þ, 
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. 
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and that natnrall «]dpzwer, ſelfe abilitic and ſufficiency, 


which they dreamed to bein nature,even to things ſu- 
pernaturall,as belicte and repentance. My purpole is 

not torun out into the large diſcuſſing of that contro- 

verſiethis only,it willnot be amiſle ro ſhew,how farre 
natures ſtrength reacheth in moralities , and ro what 

it extendsnot.This then I thinke may be granted to Pe- 

lginu,without any preiudice of truth. That naturall me 
hancſome kind of command over the locomotiue fa- 
culric ; and may doe the externall workes of piety to- 
wards God,and iuſtice to men,wichout any more then 
the generall influence of providence, orthecommon 
worke of Gods fpirit,which is vouchſafed ro hypocrirs 
inthe Church,ycato ſome hcarhen out of it. The 4 Gz- 
tiles by natures - — ,power of nature, 
doe the things of the law, ſay not all things; I ſay not any 
thing in the right manner. Yet Senecs ſpake much,if 
"os ance were anſwerable:S; ſcirem Deos ignoſcitu- 
ros homines ignoraturos: tamen propter peccati turpitudi- 
nem peccare dedignarer: Were] ſure ofpard6 fom cod, 
and concealement from men ; yet for the turpitude ſin 
hath init,I would ſcorne to commit it. Magna ſwnt hee 
in homine Philoſopho:and a ſaying as neere as any to chri- 
ſtian linceririe. 

Butyet ifthisbe true, that principium & finis deno- 
minant ationem , the moriue andendedenominatethe 
a&ion:nature will never reach; ay not; todo al things, 
burnot to doe any thing morally good, or acceptable 
to God. The principles of moral ations,that they may 
be acceptable according to the law,are two; Louc,and 
Dutic,Loue inclinivg the affeions;Duty preſſing the 
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eonſcience. Andhow dflout ry God we ſhould do du- 
ties, thathaue not had Gods love (ſhed abroad in our 
hearts,lknow nor:ſceing Þbwiaith, * wee loue himbe- 
cauſe. ho loved vsfirſt; Andwhoevercould finde a tary. **9n 4 9 
rall man foreRtifycd;asthat he petforned his religious: 

orcivil offices, for conſcience of God ? 

 Theendis f Gods glory. And ifcverheathenor vn-'c Mar.y. 16, 
fanQified men come thus farreyto ſuch intention, Fels« 

ws (hallſoone be ackno a teacher of 'truchy7,, 
Dulce & decorum boneſlumand honor ifirum; vaine glory 1; fue imrperey 
and eternitic of fame; theſe were motiues heatheniſh, «/or=er. Aag. 
Bur for Gods glory,whoſo findes in-nature a deſireto /,,' A ; 
advance itzfindes more then the Lord himſelfe coulde Non officuw 6a 
finde in his moſt (rift ſurview of man in his narurals: oo + ma 
t Theve is none that vnderflandeth , none that ſecketh after vinmueudem 
God. And whar lacke Papiſts of Pelagianiſme;that allow iden: 

to- nature apawer diſpolitiue ;\andability ro prepare it 77 FP? 
ſelfe to regeneration ? The Apoſile, that® in nature * Philip-3-6. 
went as farte as any ; yet acknowledgcth all his power 

to proceed from Clint... And our Saviour himfelfe,, . 

* Withbut me yeecandaenothing;no,faith the'A _— 
file,* not thinke « good thought. Arid howlocver it bee * ».Cor.3-% 
true , Godschildrerrhauve power to praftiſe: yeristhe 

fountaine of all power ChriſtIcſus, On him firſt reſted _ 

7 the ſpirit of firength , and bfhis fulneſſewee all te- , _ po 
ccaue grace for grace;erace be it what it will bee 3® ac-* Eph.4. 7. 
cording tothe meaſure of the donation of Chriſt. 

Now brethren beloyed & longed for,whatremains 

for vs: but Þ to take the cup of Salvation and giue thankes 

vntothe LorÞleigall the recompence the Loft expetts ff #3 
from vs A — he hath beftowed on vale 


may 


© Mark.s, 39. 


dlass 
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iRom 8.26, 


$Ec.1.9. 
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miy be,weetnſay,ſomeobys, flu 
naturall corruption is topped in vs;we ftfall be vathak. 
full;it we acknowledgenot © the vertue to have come 
from Chrilt: It may be,wce can ſay ourlipsare purged; 
that we canriow fpeake to:thepraiſc ofthe Lord - bur 
I/ai would acknowledge 4rthatthe coale came from 
this Altar. Itmay be that we have receaved ©atongye 
of the Jearned:but can wetorgee thatthe Lord hath gi- 
venit?lt may be.aſpirirandpower in prayer: but ſhall 
wenotremember,thar it is the * ſpirit that helpes our 
infirmities?Yea go overall thegood things thou inioy- 
eſt, thou ſhalt be forced to acknowledge Chriſt for the 
fountaine. And why niay I nor againe mferre;thatſee+ 
ing our rivers flowe all from this ſea, they ſhould 8 rhe- 
ther return,astributaries,whencethey firſt proceeded ? 
my meaningis,the guifrs we haue receaved fro-Chriſt, 
we ſhould vic all. Þro the honour ofhim fromwhome 
we haue receaved them, Iris good in Chriſtianity,in 
ſomelſenſe,to circulare:and it in the vie of our guitts re- 
ceaved,we could make our whole life a carcle , ro cloſe 
inthe point whence it began,the motion were heaven- 
ly; This doe then. Marihall-yÞyour graces tharyoa 
haue receaved: ſer them as the Cherubims on the mer- 
cy ſcat,i cach _—_ another,all withtheis faces turned 
ro Chriſt.Zeal# and knowledge faith andchatity , et each 
looke to other: knowledge ,todircAt zealr; zeale_>,to vie 
knowledge to the glory ot him , that hathenlighened 
our cicsto ſee,and enflamed our hearts toloue him in 
rruth. 
The laſt member remaines:the ſupply of the bleffin 

mrhe deſcriprion of Chriſt by his cficA; Chrift whis 
ftrengthneth, | | Chriſt 
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The Chriflun: frength, 
Chriſt ir eth two waies: 1. by itifuſing habi- 
ruall ſtrengrh; 1 meane, by giving the habis of graces 
whereby we are fitted to doall things required of vs to 
falvation,as faith, petience gharityere.2,by giving vic of 
® theſe gifts when occalion requireth.Both are here im» #/ 
plyed;burthis latter rather robe infiſted on, VWhence 
s obſeruccwothings:1,the neceſſity;2.the certainery.of 
' _ Chrifts aſfiſtence in praQtile of chtiſtian duties. 
Neceſlity,even after -grace received.So that when a 
man is induced with habiruall faculties: yet is nothe en» 
abled for any a&tuall performance withour ſpeciall af- 
litence of Chriſt by hisſpirir. See /oh.r 5.5. Phi.2,rz.the 
places are known. No onea& of faith, patience,chari- 
ty, &c. buthathneede of Chriſts ſpeciall afſiſtence for 
right performice.,Titzs had received the. habit of loue: 
yer * thanks be ro God{faith the ApoſileJthar hath pur ** Co1.3.16, 
into the heart of Titus this Care for you. Auguſtine ſ(yeaks ou 
excellently to this purpoſe:1/ine ilo vel operante vi welt- al——_ 
mus vel COoperanie cam volumus ad bon pretatis opera ni- 
hilvilenus, Thealtar ofthe fanfuary, at the baſe,had 
Lyons ot brafſe for ſupporters; It may be, as rypes of 
Chriſt,the Lyon ot the tribe of /udb,ſupporting vs in 
every particular ation of worſhip acceptable to God, 
The church is deſcribec! comming our of the wildernes 
ofthis world,® leaning on herbelovedi. Bermardis al- = Cant. 8,5 
waies elegantznor alwaics apt:in this gloſſe,tme thinks, 
aptnes and elegancic haue met togither;Freſftra mititur 
þ non 1nnitur. _” 
It is vaine to attempt one ſtep withour this ſtaffe to gio pot 
leane oni. Peters lamentable experience is evidence c- '* c1eber nege- 


nough;preſuwing bur a = ofhimſelfe, weknow how = 
2 oOW- 
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nLReg.13. 4 


PEx,17,12, 


fowly he fell.” There is ar herefie abourprovidence, 


* Rom. 7.21, ood but *evillis ſopreſent with vs, that we are not ably 


. TheChriftians ftrenerh. 


that God indeed giues tocvery creature the firſt power 
andabiliry of _ afhes thar once given affords 
nomorebut generall influence, for vſing the faculties 
reccived.The'L ordconfures it in Seroboam;* ſtretching * 
outbis hand to ſmirerthe Prophet, burnor able ro pull 
itin, Not 'much vnlike is thar hereſic about the grace | 
of God:that God indecd prevets with grace, burneeds 
not ſupply vs with grace ſubſequent for aQtuall perfor- 
mances. Would God our own dayly wofull experien+ 
ces werenot too plent:full confutarion of rhis errour. 
Alas how often we ittrue,, That we woulddoe | 


to performe it:How many holy purpoſes faile of execu- 
tion,through Gods uſt wichbolding his aſhſting grace 
for ourpride and vnthankfulnes? 

Whiles Moſes was praying in the mount, at /oſu«h 
his great bartell with the Amalckites, his Þ hands 
feeble,and«_ Aaron and Hur were fainc to ſupport them, 
Beloved, not Aaronand Hur, bur Chriſt himſclfe muſt 
ſupport vs,if inanyaRionwedelwe performance. This 
do.thE,wherher thourcad,or heare,or pray,or pradtiſe, 
4 Chriſto pr incipium:pray Chriſt to ſtrengthen, and giue 
ability for performance . Thar whichremaines, I con- 
trad into this ſhort compendium:We have heard the 
neceſſity; ſee wenow the certainty of Chriſts alliſtEce, _ 
in cvery neceſſary duty of chriſtianity , our indeavours 
being adioined. Chriſt which ſtrengthenerhy fo certain 
is aſhſtence wheve achriſttanindeavoues. - 

And [crit be our incouragement in all neceffary du- 


ties, how difficult ſo cyer they ſcem to vs. bcheliels 
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of many to forbeare indeavours, thorough deſpaire of 
performance. And,as the ſluggard in Sa/omon, weare 

ever inchriſtianity fancying dithculties, a great deale 

more then the duties containe- A Lyon is in the way,c*c. 

®Itisa ſweerepithetheregivento C hriſt: heis ſrongin 
himſelte,and giues ſtrength ro vs;9 my grace is ſufficzent q1.Corur 93 


® for th:e,and my power is made perfeft in weaknes, What 


hecommands as neceſſary to ſalvation, he enables in 
acceptable meaſure ro performe by his gracious alli- 
ſence. 

I conclude all with har ſaying of Moſes to the Iira- 
lizes.VWhen he ſaw them diſmaid with the fight ofthe 
#2:ptranhoſt , preſſing ſo hard aftcr to deſtroy them; 
r Feare not(faith Moſes)ſtand ſtill, and ee ſball ſee the ſal- 
w44t0n of the Lord, So ſay | vnto you beloved, where» 
as you (hall ſee the huge hoſt of your rebellious cor- 
ruprtions, threatning your overthrow and vrrter deſtru- 
Rionzyer deſpaire nor of viRtory : Feare not, fland ftill, 
be of good Courage ;yee ſhallſee the great ſalvation of the 
Lord . None of them ſo ſtrony;butby reſiftance, thou 
ſhalt be enabled to overcome: Nodury ſodifficult;bur 
—_ (ball cnable thee,in acceptable meaſure,to per- 
Orme. 
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